HARBOUR CRUISE WITH FORT KOCHI SIGHTSEEING

Start from Hotel at 09:00 and proceed to Marine Drive to board the boat for
Harbor Cruise. Later you will be dropped at Fort Kochi for sightseeing.

Marine Drive is a picturesque promenade in Kochi, Kerala, India. It is built
facing the backwaters, and is a popular hangout for the local populace. Ironic
to its name, no vehicles are allowed on the walkway. Marine Drive is also an
economically thriving part of the city of Kochi. With several shopping malls it
is as an important centre of shopping activity in Kochi. Major fast food joints,
including Marrybrown, DiMark, Coffee Bar are present along the walkway.
The view of the setting and rising sun over the sea mouth, and the gentle
breeze from the Vembanad Lake has made Marine Drive an important tourist
destination in Kochi.
This lovely seaside city is flanked by the Western Ghats on the east and the
Arabian Sea on the west. Kochi (colonial name Cochin) is a vibrant city
situated on the south-west coast of the Indian peninsula in the breathtakingly
scenic and prosperous state of Kerala. Kochi was the centre of Indian spice
trade for many centuries, and was known to the Yavanas (Greeks) as well as
Romans, Jews, Arabs, and Chinese since ancient times.

At Fort Kochi you will be visiting the following monuments:
z St. Francis Church, Fort Kochi

It is the oldest church built by Europeans in India. On his 3rd visit to Kerala,
Vasco da Gama, the Portuguese trader who reached India from Europe by
sea, fell ill and died in Kochi. He was buried in the St. Francis Church. Later
his remains were taken back to Portugal.
z Dutch Palace

The Dutch Palace was originally built by the Portuguese. Later, in 17th
century, the Dutch modified it and presented it to the Raja of Kochi.
Coronation of many Rajas of Kochi were held here. The palace has a fine
collection of mural paintings depicting scenes from the Hindu epics
Mahabharatha and Ramayana
z Santa Cruz Basilica, Fort Kochi

The original church, situated in Fort Kochi, was built by the Portuguese in
1505 and named as a cathedral in 1558. The British colonists destroyed the
cathedral in 1795. The current structure was built in 1905 and raised to the
status of a basilica by Pope John Paul II in 1984.

z Jewish Synagogue and Jew Town

The synagogue, built in 1568, is magnificently decorated by Chinese tiles
and Belgian chandeliers. Giant scrolls of the Old Testament can be found
here. It is located near the Dutch Palace in Mattancherry.
You will have options to shop spices for which Kerala is famous.

After sightseeing you will be dropped back at the Hotel

